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1. o» 8 December 1949 the Brandenburg-Brlest iN 53/z 13) airfield 

was observed from all sides between 11 a.m. and 4 p»n,. There 

25X1 wa3 a oloud ceiling of about l,8oo meters. There was a firm 
S-rrumvay staked out by little flags, about 5 0 meters apart, 
on each side, iserviceaule hangars were not seen. The field 
Tnf»i ,t + iCtly SUard ? d soldiers wearing red-bordered, black 
ing acti4itj! ar ly P ° Sted ar0Und the field onl y during fly- 

2 ° rLV'tSlXV?** F 0lut v° n the ® a3t end of the runway there were 
four to six trucks, about 6C to Vo men, and five single-engine 
low-wing monoplanes with which practic4 flying was done. 

a. Description: Radial engine painted red with small red hub 
v/in. s, long, glazed two -seat cockpit, seats in tan- 
dem, landing gear retracting inward , retractable tail wheel. 

3. fwo jet fighters took off and landed between 11 a.m. and 2* 3c t> m/ 

.t intervals of lo to s 0 »lnut.s. they «... 5^ 

ts the jet aircraft r epeatedly flew I | at an altitude of* 

*1 S 7 *E u i » fte rs,f 1 I the planes were of 

ix1 « al o»to”r mSF- |8e °" the ■* rte * <“ ss » »H*i sla 

«a.? e S Jff dpt don ; * see Annex ) : Landing gear retracting inward nose 
wheel with sheet cover at fore retracting rearward. Firing holes 
or protruding weapons not recognized. Pointed light blue, no 
national emblem or other markings, 2pan about 2of meters, length 
x.l-12 meters. Estimated maximum spped from 700 to 750 kmph. 

4. \ little more than half of the runway was needed for the take-off with 

a west wind of from 8-lo m/sec. \fter leaving the ground the 
P i'? n f*^ ev ' r ^ 19 ed 3 e °f the field at a low altitude then climbed 
slightly steeper than a good conventional plane at a speed of about 
250 to 300 kmph. After a turn of 180 degrees the plane flew at a 
speed of from 350 to 400 kmph at an altitude of from 600 to 800 
meters, with the landing gear extended. ;fter the landing turn the 
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landing* flaps were lowered and the plane cone in a steep 
"1 id in j flight arid without gas. tftcr pulling out of a dive 
there was no Ion;: hovering, .bout throe-fourths of the runway 
v.as needed for lend ins . It about 2 p. there 'ere some 
fli-hts apparently tnde by beginners, .t the left turn after 
the "'take-off one plane was almost in c. steep bank flight posi- 
tion flic correction -riven by the flfeht instructor was clearly 
recognized* The pi- no was jerkily pulled out of this position 
and then' ciiubud, '.ft or two or three such unsatisfactory flights 
trv inin j -.1th jot aircraft was stopped, i-ra.. the observed fly- 
in” it nap erred th- t the pilots trained oa j^t pirns es hod had 
little fly in ; experience, 

Twenty to twenty-four railroad. freiynt cars, closcu «d guarded, 
wore standing on the field spur track not for fro,., the Gocrden 
prison, vwr.rcntly the - ,a in entrance r.-ito of the ■ iol d wr s .loo 


25X1 thc ~" ° / 


fhe sole, tors , 19 to h^-yewr-cia corpor is_ wia 
re ur jackets nu . ur c-.ps (no Lol-.-ots iu.s 


GOT I U O ... i. lCCTo ? 

b U X 1 1 *• in he . 

The following ceditional info.*? ,• tion on the described jet air- 
craft v-s obtained; 

slo No wiro screen was noticed in front of the air intake® In 
case there was one it must have been painted black and set in- 
side the aperture * No weapons were seen but facilities for 
their installation were available in the considerably th ickened 
leading edges of the \7ings set directly at the fuselage® I 

I 1 the nose wheel could not be turned sideways when 

retracting as there was a vortical wheel guard which extended 
down the whole shaft to the wheel® It was difficult to 
estimate the gliding approach speed because of the steep gliding 
flight® Only one exhaust aperture was recognized® The tandem 
arrangement of seats was clearly seen® 

7 ret aircraft of two types were seen do in; short practice flights 
° 5 tho “'old on 2C December 1949. ill planes had one nose wheel, 

two had swept back rings nu a high ©lev-tor assembly, and one 
plane had ‘jugs set horizontally to the fuselage. 

on 2c ueoeubur 1949 between noon ud 4 p three jot filters 

of two different types practiced flying* .fter landing 
the pianos v;u.*c tov/od by c-terpill- r tractors to the tak©-a f 
point. .bout half the runway was n.edea for «n® tune-o^ and 
about three -fourths for the landing. There was gentle oree^o. 
.bout 25 conventional fi.jhters were parked on the soutnern odgo 
of the fields 

9, description of Jot , i^htors ; 

Qo mw-, c ij ini- .ionopla.ic , taper in.. “ • in .> . one turbxae v» -*ir 

i«t--kc'ln nose, exhaust under fusel i. ;c , single ruadcr assembly, 
lending goer retracting inward, painted d-.-jrk green, two- cr-w, 
similar to conventional fighters. 
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b. Type 2 
brichtly , 

nose, ej ' 


to' “' in aonoplane , all- .et 1 construction shining 
via s' swept bt. Ci. t.nu t yurin , ono turbine, intake in 
-..ust'-t t il, hit. clev; tor nsso-.bly, tr o-r.-;an crew. 
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10. About 25 conventional fighters and 6 jet fighters were parked 
near the former flight control station on 13 January 1950,* 

Three jet fighters practiced flying between noon and 3 P»m., 
in almost cloudless weather and a westerly wind of about 
10 kmph. The aircraft looked different from all jet fighter 
types previously observed in Briest. 

a. Description* Low-wing monoplane* all-metal construction, 
wings considerably swept back, cut at tips, stubby fuselage, 
flat, two-seat cockpit, very large and high rudder assembly 
above tail, swept back elevator assembly set at upper part of 
rubber assembly. Air intake in nose, exhaust in tail. No 
antenna or weapons. No other markings other than Soviet star 
at fuselage. It appeared that the wings were considerably di- 
hedral at gliding flight but this may have been an optical 
illusion. 


11. While the three jet fighters practiced flying the remaining six 
jet fighters were standing on the parking site. A kennel 
was recently set up on the western edge. According to Soviet 
soldiers, the dogs were used for patrols. 
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a. I 

are stationed at the field. 


jet and conventional fighters 


b 0 The information that the field was guarded by army sol- 
diers on 8 December 194-9 is considered credible as, at that 
time, the Briest field was not permanently occupied by air 
force units but used only as a training ground by the fighter 
regiment stationed in Br andenbur g-Ar ado . The fighter regi- 
ment was transferred from Brandenburg -Arad o to Briest on 10 De- 
cember 194-9 • The transfer probably took place because the 
Brande nburg-Arado airfield has no concrete rummy. Another 
25X1 raport r | confirm the transfer of the 

regiment. 

c. The Br andenburg-Br ie s t airfield is apparently used for 
pilot training with Yak-lls described in para. 2 and with two- 
seat jet aircraft types. 

d. The described jet aircraft types are very probably a two- 
seat version of the 1IG-9 plane and a two-seat, swept -back 
wing fighter type. The planes were apparently of the same 
jet type as observed at the Zerbst, Grossenhain, and Qranien- 
berg airfields (most of them, however, single-seat). 

Although the presence of two different swept-baek wing fighter 
types described in paras 9 and 10 has not been confirmed, it 
is believed possible. As previous descriptive data on wing 
shapes did not agree, it is considered possible that some swept- 
back wing types have pointed wing tips and others cut wing tips. 

©. The following general impression is obtained on the occupa- 
tion of the Brandenburg-Briest airfields 

The field was occupied by the Brandenburg-Arado fighter regiment 
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Previously stationed in Jueterbog-Altes Lager, xhe 
regiment, whose numerical designation is unknown, xs 
eauiooed with about 30 LA— 9s, about 10 jet fighters 
and some Yak-lls. The pilots are apparently retrained 
from the I3IG-9 plane on a swept-baclc wing fighter 
type. 


1 Annex: Jet Fighter Type Observed at the Brandenburg- 
Briest Airfield 
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